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IBSS: International Bibliography of the
Social Sciences

What Is IBSS and Why Should | Use It?

IBSS: International Bibliography of the Social Swes is an essential online resource
for social science and interdisciplinary resean®6S includes over 2.25 million
bibliographic references to journal articles, bqoksviews and selected chapters
dating back to 1951. It is unique in its broad cage of international material and
incorporates over 60 languages and countries. Q&0 journals are regularly
indexed and some 7,000 book and chapter recordsm@teled each year. Abstracts
are provided for around 70% of all current jouragticles and users can link to the
full text of articles in journals subscribed to tinir institution.

Core subjects

IBSS’s main focus is on the four core social saemtibjects ofanthropology
economics politics and sociology For each of these disciplines IBSS provides
comprehensive coverage of the international liteeat

Interdisciplinary resource

IBSS adds value to its core coverage by includiagftlly selected complementary
material in related subjects, such as human gebgrapd environment, development
studies and policy studies. In this way IBSS’s @utitl policy promotes and reflects
the interdisciplinary nature of the social scienmeay.

International coverage

One of the unique benefits of IBSS is its extensiveerage of international material
with over 50% of journals published outside the U6 UK and with 25% of

references in languages other than English. Recorlsde material from 100
countries and in 60 languages. Access to this hneatl coverage helps provide
researchers with a truly international perspediveneir work.

Historic coverage

IBSS is also distinguished by its coverage of mis&d material with records dating
back to 1951. In addition to the 2,800 current j@s being indexed, IBSS also
contains records from over 1,000 journals that ramelonger in publication. This
historic coverage lends a special depth to usesearch and teaching.

Journals

IBSS covers over 2,800 current social science mlarfiom every region of the world
(for a full list click heré). In addition to printed journals IBSS also indexdectronic
journals. Journal coverage includes articles, msjeresearch notes, responses and
short essays.

! hitp://www.Ise.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/about/alphtitaJournals.htm
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Books and book chapters

IBSS adds value to its coverage by provides a Wddulaenefit to researchers with its
extensive coverage of books and selected chaptars rhulti-authored books. There
are currently approximately 370,000 book records$ 24,000 chapter records in the
database, with approximately 7,000 new book angtehaecords added each year.

Abstracts in English, French, German, Spanish andtalian

Abstracts are provided for approximately 70% ofreat journal articles. Since
2003/04 IBSS has enhanced its international coriigréxpanding abstract coverage
to include abstracts in French, German, Spanish lgaléhn. Abstracts are now
included in any or all of these languages (as a&English) whenever available.

Up to date coverage

The online database is updated biweekly to endwaerésearchers have access to the
very latest information relating to their particuléeld of interest. Some 100,000
records are added to the database annually.

10 Reasons to Use IBSS

1. Access to over 2,278,000 records

2. Backfile coverage dating to 1951

3. Material in 60 languages with abstracts in Englistench, German, Spanish
and Italian

4. Coverage of international material with over 50%oairnals covered

published outside US or UK

Advance searching capability of 31 indexed fields

Ability to cross-search with other CSA lllumina dbaases using an automatic

de-duping feature

Lateral searching through Authors and Descriptors

Provoked searches of tiiéeb Resources Related to the Social Sciences

Easy citation formatting via QuikBib

0 Multidisciplinary coverage of the social sciendenrature

oo
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Subject coverage

As outlined above, IBSS’s main focus is on the foare social science subjects of
anthropology economicspolitics andsociology

IBSS adds additional value to its core coverageirmuding carefully selected
complementary material in related subjects, such hashan geography and
environment, development studies and policy studieghis way IBSS’s editorial
policy promotes and reflects the interdisciplinaature of the social sciences today.

For additional information, including journal lisserted by Subject Area, please visit
the IBSS website ibss.ac.uk
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Sample Record ofiBSS
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Table of Searchable Fields and Field Codes
Available in IBSS: International Bibliography ofdtsocial Sciences
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Field Name Label Search Examples & Explanation
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Journal Coverage

IBSS covers over 2,800 current social science mlarfilom every region of the world
(for a full list click heré). In addition to printed journals IBSS also indexdectronic
journals. Journal coverage includes articles, msjeresearch notes, responses and
short essays.

Publication Types

IBSS uses 4 publication types. Please refer toPthelication Type Index (Search
Tools > Indexes) to select the appropriate docurtygra for your search. The figures
in brackets reflects the number of records a® @pril 2007

!
* This Publication type also includes research siotesponses and short essays.

Selection Policy

Journal selection is based on the guiding prinsiglé the 1BSSeditorial policy’,
which emphasizes the need to represent not onlgdhe social science disciplines
but also a broad range of related fields. In thsywBSS seeks to reflect the
interdisciplinary nature of the social sciences amdupport the needs of students,
researchers, lecturers, librarians and informasipecialists within the social sciences
and beyond. As a result of external recommendatamd internal evaluations, new
journals are regularly added to IBSS.

To meet the information needs of social sciencearhers, the majority of current
IBSS records are articles and book reviews drawmfischolarly social science
journals. The service regularly covers around 2,&0frnals. IBSS also indexes
selected monographs and chapters, the majority lmthwvare drawn from the
catalogue of the British Library of Political and@dnhomic Science, the Library of the
London School of Economics and Political Science.

Most journals are indexed cover to cover, however:

for journals whose scope includes both social seisand non-social sciences
material only the social sciences content is indeffer example, in journals
whose focus is regional rather than thematic).

non-analytical material is not usually indexed eluling legal case reports,
historical documents, statistical reports, obitesri

content sent from external data contributors igeeldby these contributors,
and these journals are usually selectively indexed.

2 hitp://mww.lse.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/about/alphidsJournals.htm
3 http://mww.lse.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/about/edigdtitm

WWW.CSa.com 8




IBSS reviews and monitors materials covered onrggomg and systematic basis, in
order to ensure that it continues to provide reseas with access to the leading titles
published in English and other languages.

The selection criteria detailed below have beereld@ed in accordance with the
following four statements which remain the guidipgnciples of IBSS editorial

policy:

IBSS maintains coverage cbre titlesconsidered central to the study of the
social sciences. These are published by mainstiealishers or learned
societies, and are usually in the English languagese titles encompass the
standard publications in the fields of anthropologgonomics, political
science, and sociology and related social sciemtgests. IBSS uses the
collection of the British Library of Political anconomic Science (LSE
library) and the recommendations of its own Ed#&bridvisory Board to
ensure that it maintains relevant and up-to-daterame of these key titles.
IBSS provides annternational perspective on the social sciences. This is
achieved through the selection of journals:

o whose focus is regional

o whose focus is international and comparative

o that are the other-than-English language equivalefithe core titles

o that are published outside the US or UK.
Interdisciplinary research is an important feature of contemporacias
science research. Whilst the traditional disciplrfacus of the IBSS has been
on anthropology, economics, political science, smciology, IBSS supports
interdisciplinary research by drawing supportingenal from the
complementary disciplines of history, law, philoBg@nd psychology. IBSS
also particularly supports specific important idisciplinary fields of
contemporary social sciences reseantiol{ heré for detailed list of subjects
covered by IBSS).
IBSS maintains thacademic standaraf its content by ensuring that journals
covered are of a scholarly nature and contain &éinalarticles, ideally peer
reviewed and with an editorial board containingpeeted academics.

4 hitp://mww.lse.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/about/subfmterage.htm
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Descriptors Indexing

Each record in IBSS is assigned a number of keysv(ddscriptors) chosen from a
large but fixed vocabulary. These are includedhedescriptors field in the online
database. Keywords make it easy for users to aatleesords relating to a chosen
topic.

There are over 10,000 IBSS keywords for all sulsjeotvered by IBSS. By clicking
on the links below you can view just some of thesnammmonly used terms for
IBSS's four core subjects of anthropology, econsnpolitics and sociology. The
lists are alphabetical, but also give some of bieenatically linked smaller or related
terms where appropriate.

If you are searching the IBSS database you willteed&eywords (descriptors) listed
in each record, which will point you to other ude&rms.

For information on how these terms are assigneddgxers, see th8SS Indexing

Policys.

Anthropology descriptofs(PDF) - ibss.ac.uk
Economics descriptots (PDF) - ibss.ac.uk
Politics descriptofs (PDF) - ibss.ac.uk
Sociology descriptoPs  (PDF) - ibss.ac.uk

5 hitp://mww.lse.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/pdf/indexing@policy.pdf

® http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/pdf/Anthropaly%20Keywords%20alphabetical%20list. pdf
" hitp://mww.lse.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/pdf/Econonfis20Keywords%20Alphabetical%20List.pdf

8 hitp://mww.lse.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/pdf/PoliticR@keywords¥%20alphabetical%20list. pdf

% hitp://mww.lse.ac.uk/collections/IBSS/pdf/Sociolégywords%20alphabetical%20list. pdf
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Boolean Operators and Other Search Tools Supporteby CSA
[llumina

Boolean operators help define the relationshipsween words or groups of words.

Use AND to narrow a search and retrieve records contaiaihgf the

words it separates.g. globalization and europewill only find records
containing both these words.

Use OR to broaden a search and retrieve records contpiany of the
words it separatesg.g. globalization or outsourcingwill find records
containing globalization only, outsourcing only, lmsth words.

UseNOT to narrow a search and retrieve records that dacowtain the
term following it, e.g. globalization not outsourcingwill find records that
contain globalization, but will not contain the wdboutsourcing.

Use parenthesis to group words or search expressichen applying
() Boolean logic, also use to show the order in wisieairch expressions are to
be executed

Proximity operators identify the number of words tmme between the search terms.

WITHIN Use to narrow a search by specifying a proximatgtionship of fewer than
“X" “X” words between search ternesg.globalization within 3 europe
NEAR Use to narrow a search by specifying a prabamelationship of fewer than

10 words between search terms, glgbalization near europe

Special symbols can expand the scope of your search

*

Truncate using an asterisk. This expands a bearen to include forms of a
root word,e.g.Europe* retrieves Europe, European, Europeanization, etc

Find an unlimited number of characters withinward, e.g. behavio*r
retrieves behavior and behaviour

? Find alternative spellings. The ? represents aimgle character; ??
represents two characters and so on. Use withat thre end of a woras.g.
globali?ationfinds globalization as well as globalisation

Notes: CSA lllumina requires three characters at therb@gg of a word before truncation or
wildcard characters may be used.

Search queries containing several operatorsxaited in the following order:
(). NEAR, NOT, AND, OR

WWW.CSa.com 11




Ready, Set, Search!
Using CSA lllumina to Search IBSS

Now that you have an understanding of what IBS&nid how the searchable field
codes and search tools function, you are now reéadsearch the database through
CSA lllumina.

Clicking on‘'Help & Support’at any time will direct you to a context-specifielp
page.

Quick, Advanced, or Command Searching

On CSA lllumina, search strategies can be appleaguone of three approaches.

Quick Searchexecutes an “anywhere” search, across all of vadable fields in a
record. Multiple words entered into the searchdfieVill be treated as a phrase. You
can use truncation and wildcards (see page 1lnestéd Boolean searches, if you
wish.

Searches aneot case sensitive

WWW.Csa.com 12




Advanced Searclgives you the advantage of being able to selecbéthe 31 field
codes from a pull-down menu. The list of availafiéd codes will vary if you select
more than just one database (e.g. IBSS plus CSAolsgxal Abstracty for your
search.

You have the ability to add or remove rows from Adeed Search. The three search
boxes in each row are connected with a Boolean @&abor. Each of the search
boxes can accept a nested Boolean search of its own

The individual rows can be combined with AND, NGOR and you have the ability
to select Search Limits (see page 15) to narrowndgour search.

WWW.Csa.com 13




Command Searclor Professional Searchmay be preferred by advanced users who
are comfortable with entering search strategiefiomt aid of a template. You can
select the required field tags from a list at tls¢tdom of the form. The search is not
case sensitive, so you can enter field tags intaami lower case (e.g. PT=vs. pt=)

Below the search form, you have access to varimoiss| (page 15) and convenient
links to the other search tools available to you.

WWW.CSa.com 14




Limits
Search strategies may be refined by using theviilig limits (available in Advanced
Search and Command Search):

Latest Updatdimits your results to include only those reconaisst recently
added to the database. IBSS is updated biweekly.

Journal Articles Onlylimits the search to only include the publicatigpe of
journal articles.

English Onlylimits retrieval to only those records relatingpigblications
available in English. For non-English documenttggiare translated into
English and the original title is presented in pasate field. Whenever
possible, an abstract is provided as well. Usestivg to limit their search
results to a language other than English are adv¥esese the Language (LA)
field in their search, e.da=(german or french or italian)

By Publication Datelimits retrieval to a specific date range.
Sorting

The sorting features give you the opportunity tdeoryour results based on the
publication date or relevancy.

Most Recent Firsdisplays the records in reverse chronological grde
beginning with the most recent.

Relevance Ranklisplays records in order based on relevancy. Relgyis
determined through a rating system that weighseberds based on the
number of times the term(s) appear in the recoddvamere they appear.

Showing Records

Select how to display records from the ‘Show’ mdwn menu. Options include
displaying the short format, full format, full foatino references, and custom format.

The ‘de-dupe’ feature automatically removes anylidage records that appear in your
set of results, which is especially useful when go@ cross-database searching. You
can also use the ‘Show Duplicates’ feature to digphe duplicates.

When viewing records on CSA lllumina, both the authame and descriptor terms
are hyperlinked; clicking on the hyperlink will seh the database for each
occurrence of the selected author or subject.

Saving, Printing & E-Mailing Records

Saving, printing, and e-mailing records can be dmyneasing the “Save, Print, Email”
function. This function also includes a direct entpw feature to RefWorks, an online
bibliographic management tool. In addition, you gaickly format a bibliography by
using QuikBib.

WWW.CSa.com 15




Alerts

A saved “Alert” will be used to automatically selargour selected databases for new
content after each database update. After creatpgysonal account, you will receive
a weekly email message, whenever the search resri@gults, containing up to 250
records from each database that has new matchimgrto

Value-Added Features

CSA lllumina offers a number of value-added featuehelp with the search process
and maximize the relevancy of search results.

Indexes

Searches may be activated through six browsablexesl Author,Descriptors
Journal Name, Publisher, Publication Type, and &eAuthor Index.

The Descriptors Indexallows you to make use of the 10,000+ strong cdiatto
vocabulary employed by IBSS to describe the cordértich indexed item. By
consistently applying descriptors IBSS editors mialeasy for users to access all
records relating to a chosen topic.

You can either browse the index by alphabet, otying a word (or part thereof)

into the search box and submitting it. You will thgee a list of all terms beginning
with the word you've entered.

WWW.Csa.com 16




A “Remember Terms” feature allows you to save ant@nd continue with your
search until you have selected all relevant tereng. (you might first search for
globalization mark the appropriate entries and select 'Remembens’, and then
continue to adautsourcingto your search for more detailed results). You stibime
search either by using OR or AND on the left siflehe screen, where there is an
green 'Search’ button

Descriptor Index terms can also be used for a Bdsvm a database record:

In the result summary, you will find that descripterms are hyperlinked to allow for
lateral searching. Simply click one to executeade

In the full record view, you will see that each cigstor has a check box next to it.
Simply select all terms relevant to your searchkengour choice between AND or
OR and click the 'Go' button. This way of making u the Descriptor Index is
particularly useful, when you know of a relevantriwor to further narrow down a
search.

WWW.CSa.com 17




The Research Process

Please also refer to the CSA lllumina Quick RefeeerCard, available for
downloading from oufraining Materials Pag¥. It is available in Chinese, Czech,
English, French, German, Japanese, Korean, RusstBpanish.

If you have questions contact ussafpport@csa.conor speak to a librarian at your
institution.

How to begin the electronic research process

1) Determine your goals:
a) State your research question e.g.:
"What effect has migration on unemployment?"

b) Set parameters for your search:
Be specific: A specific country or region? European Union

Any specific type of migration? all types

Specific Timeframe: last 5 years

Are you looking for articles or books? - Journal Articles only
Any particular language? - no

2) ldentify general concepts:

a) Which general terms relate to your search?
labor migration; labour migration; migration
migrant(s); migrant worker(s)
unemployment
European Union; EU

3) Choose the appropriate database

a) Are there specific journals that you would assumbsd relevant?
Vierteljahrshefte zur Wirtschaftsforschung
Journal of Common Market Studies
Regional studies

b) Are any of these journals coveredB6S®
All of them

c) Would it make sense to also search additional datgbin the field?
Check subject coverage
Check journal coverage
Ask a librarian

10 http://www.csa.com/support/trainingmaterial.php
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Build your search strategy:
1) Quick search:

a) Enter a phrase or multiple search terms separgt@&boblean operators. AND
to link terms, OR to link similar words or synonyniemember to use
parenthesis to group terms or expressions. Alssidenwildcards and/or

truncations to widen your search appropriately:

(labo*r migration or migration) and (european union or eu) and unemployment
Note: As described on page 11 the asterisk (*) in labefll find both labor and

labour saving us the trouble to type both in. Rebvemto place synonyms or
equal words in brackets and combine them with aRdoPerator.

WWW.Csa.com 19




2) Advanced Search:

The drop-down boxes in “Advanced Search” allow yolimit the search by any
of the searchable field codes. (A full list, inciligl a description, of field codes can be
found on pages 5-7.)

You also have the option to limit your search tdae publication dates,
publication type or language.

Example:
de= labour migration or migration
and de= european union

and

and

Note:

de= unemployment

Journal Articles only

| require all these terms to appear in the desanipt Descriptors are
explained on page 10 + 16-17, but in short theylaghly relevant words,

applied by an IBSS subject specialist indexer, gogaeing relevance to the
document and high quality of results.

WWW.CSa.com 20




Analyzing Results
1) Good results:

a) If results are satisfactory, then download thera tbliographic manager like
RefWorks; alternatively, save, print, or email yoecords or output them via
CSA'’s QuikBib.

2) If results are not on target:

a) Check spellingpf search terms and use browsable indexes toudro@cessary
or misleading terms.

b) Increase precisioras in the example above, exclude a concept teatsaot
relevant in the results you've seen or add anatbaecept that seems to
improve precision. For example if you were to fthdt articles that are
specifically talking about EU enlargement have grekevance, you could add
this as an additional keyword

c) Reconsider the database(s) used: is the databaselarted appropriate for
your search.

3) Too few/too many results:

a) Increase retrievddy using fewer ANDs and more Ors

OR
b) Increase precisiohy using additional ANDs and fewer Ors (NOT carubed

to exclude some terms)

OR
c) Ask a librarianto help you. Be sure to bring your search resltiag with

you.
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Contact us:

For technical support: support@csa.com

For training requests: training@csa.com

For sales related questionssales@csa.com

For documentation:

http://www.csa.com/support/trainingmaterial.php

7200 Wisconsin Avenue - Suite 601
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 USA
Tel: +1 301-961-6700 +1 800-843-7751
Fax: +1 301-961-6720
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